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TST vs. Blood Tests

TST Blood Tests
Sensitivity 60-80% 67-96%
(in pts with active TB)
Specificity As low as 35% 95-100%
(in low-risk pts)
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Kang, 2005
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Dick Menzies, MD, MSc; Madhukar Pai, MD, PhD; and George Comstock, MD, DrPH
Meta-analysis: New Tests for the Diagnosis of Latent Tuberculosis
Infection: Areas of Uncertainty and Recommendations for Research

Annintemn Med. 2007:146:340-354

Variable studies, Sensitivity
n (959% CIyt

Tuberculin skin testing

All studies 14 071 (0L65—0.74)
Cyuanti FEROMN
076 (0.7—0.83)

Al studies 12

Elispot or T-SPOT.TB

All studies 12 088 (0.81-0.95)
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Meta-analysis: New Tests for the Diagnosis of Latent Tuberculosis
Infection: Areas of Uncertainty and Recommendations for Research

AnnIntern Med. 2007.146:340.354

Grouping Studies, Specificity
Tuberculin skin testing
All studies 8 0.66 (0.46-0.86)
QuantiFERON
All studies o9+ 0.97 (0.95-0.99)
Elispot or T-SPOT.TB
All studies 4 0.92 (0.88-0.95)
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[ |
123 164
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66 o 124 2 4
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Number of bacilli seen

None per 100 oil immersion fields| Negative

1-9 per 100 oil immersion fields Scanty. report
exact number

10-99 per 100 oil immersion fields|
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